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Enfranchising the Negroes

You ask me to give you my opinion on the question of the right of
men of colour to the vote.   Can you have any doubt ahout it?
You have abolished slavery.   This abolition is the crown of your
glorious strife, the religious consequence of your battles, which other-
wise would have only been a lamentable butchery.   You have decreed
that the sun of the Republic shall shine freely upon all; that, as God is
one, so on the blessed soil where liberty is not merely a chance fact,
but a faith and a gospel, the stamp of Humanity shall be one.

Can you mutilate this great principle? Can you curtail and reduce
it to the proportions of the semi-liberty of the monarchies? Can you
tolerate that any man amongst you should only be the half of himself?
Can you proclaim the dogma of semi-responsibility? Can you con-
stitute on the republican soil of America a class of political slaves like
those of the Middle Ages?

Does liberty exist without the vote? Is not the vote the seal of
human nature affirming itself in the moral world, as the right of work
and possession is the seal by which it affirms itself in the physical
world? Do you wish to change your democracy into an incipient
aristocracy? Do you wish to decree that colour means moral in-
feriority?

Ignorance is inferiority; you have not thought, however, of making
the right to the vote depend upon intellect. If you had done this, you
would have met with a good many objections, but you could not have
been accused of being directly false to the principle proclaimed by you ;
accused, that is, of applying a different rule to two categories of the
sons of God ; accused of saying :

' These men of colour are destined to be the armed apostles of the
national union, and to give their life for that purpose, but their life will
not be represented in the Councils of the Nation.'

But is not the vote the first step towards education? Does not the
consciousness of a function to be accomplished prepare man for pro-
gress?

Is not raising the self-esteem of a reasonable being the best way of
beginning the education of the child, as well as of the ignorant man?
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